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To: Kansas Friends 

From: Phyllis Schlafly and Eagle Forum 

Thursday, March 27, 2013 

Re: A Convention to Amend Our Constitution Is a Terrible Idea 

“Eagle Forum is totally opposed to calling a new Article V 
convention and will oppose anyone who votes for one.” 

We already have a U.S. Constitution that has withstood the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune for more than two centuries, and we don’t need a new constitution. There is 
nothing wrong with the one we have except that politicians are not obeying it and judges 
are indulging in too much activism. The idea that adding new words to the Constitution to 
require balancing the federal budget, or to get Congress to respect the jurisdiction of the 
states, is delusionary. The only thing more outlandish is the fanciful notion that a new 
convention can adopt such requirements while avoiding other mistakes. 

Don’t you remember who won the 2012 election? Obama has the ground game and the 
technology to elect delegates and create general havoc. The most influential players in any 
new convention would be Big Media giving us round-the-clock television coverage. Outside 
the hall, demonstrators would hold court demanding constitutional changes. These would 
be staged by gay activists and their opponents, pro-abortionists and pro-lifers, radical 
feminists, the environmentalists, gun control advocates, animal rights extremists, D.C. 
Statehood agitators, those who want to relax immigration and those who would restrict it – 
all demanding consideration of amendments to recognize their so-called rights.  

Have you attended a Republican National Convention or a Democratic National 
Convention? Did you see the chairman of the 2012 Democratic National Convention falsely 
call the result of the vote on putting "God" in their Platform? And get by with his dishonest 
call? That’s the power of the gavel at any big convention. 

Now imagine holding the Republican and Democratic National Conventions at the same 
time and in the same hall. Imagine the confrontations of partisan politicians and pressure 
groups, the clash of liberals and conservatives, and the tirades of the activists — all 
demanding that their view of constitutional issues prevail. Imagine the gridlock as the 
Obama supporters try to work out a constitutional change with Republicans. 

The only rules we have for a new convention (variously called an Article V convention or a 
constitutional convention) are that if two-thirds (34) of the states pass resolutions calling 
for it, then Congress has the authority to issue the Call for a convention to consider 
"amendments" (in the plural). There are no other rules in the Constitution or in federal law 
to limit the convention’s purpose, procedure, agenda, or election of delegates. For example, 
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we don’t know if the Call will prescribe one-state-one-vote or apportionment by population 
(like Congress). The whole process would be a prescription for political chaos, controversy, 
confrontation, litigation, and judicial activism.  

Many prestigious constitutional authorities say it is impossible for Congress or anyone else, 
such as state legislatures, to restrict what a convention called under Article V can do. The 
late Chief Justice Warren Burger wrote, "There is no effective way to limit or muzzle the 
actions of a Constitutional Convention. After a Convention is convened, it will be too late to 
stop the Convention if we don’t like its agenda."  

Powerful and politically active pressure groups, from both the right and the left, are 
working for significant constitutional changes including changes in the First Amendment’s 
treatment of religion, getting rid of the Electoral College, term limitation, and modifying our 
Separation of Powers to move us toward a parliamentary form of government.  

It is not credible that politically active groups, such as the same-sex marriage lobby, would 
pass up the chance to force a convention to vote for their special interest. It’s not believable 
that the powerful forces working to take away our right to own guns would overlook a 
golden opportunity to rescind the Second Amendment. The confusion, uncertainty, and 
court cases involved in a convention would make us look foolish in the eyes of the world 
and make people wonder if our American system of government will survive.  

The miracle of our great United States Constitution is that it has lasted for more than two 
centuries, accommodating our great geographic and economic expansion and political 
problems, while preserving individual liberties. I don’t see any James Madisons, George 
Washingtons, Ben Franklins or Alexander Hamiltons around today who could do as good a 
job as was done in 1787, and I’m very concerned about the politicians who think they can 
improve on our Founding Fathers.  

Eagle Forum is totally opposed to calling a new Article V convention and will oppose 
anyone who votes for one. 
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Phyllis Schlafly has been a national leader of the conservative movement 

since the publication of her best-selling 1964 book, A Choice Not An 

Echo. She has been a leader of the pro-family movement since 1972, when 

she started her national volunteer organization called Eagle Forum. In a 

ten-year battle, Mrs. Schlafly led the pro-family movement to victory over 

the principal legislative goal of the radical feminists, called the Equal 

Rights Amendment. An articulate and successful opponent of the radical 

feminist movement, she appears in debate on college campuses more 

frequently than any other conservative. She was named one of the 100 

most important women of the 20th century by the Ladies’ Home Journal. 

Mrs. Schlafly’s monthly newsletter called The Phyllis Schlafly Report is 

now in its 46th year. Her syndicated column appears in 100 newspapers, 

and on many conservative websites, her radio commentaries are heard daily on over 600 stations, 

and her radio talk show on education called “Eagle Forum Live” is heard weekly on 90 stations. 

Both can be heard on the internet. 

Mrs. Schlafly is the author or editor of 20 books on subjects as varied as family and feminism 

(The Power of the Positive Woman and Feminist Fantasies); the judiciary (The Supremacists: 

The Tyranny of Judges and How to Stop It); religion (No Higher Power: Obama’s War on 

Religious Freedom); nuclear strategy (Strike From Space and Kissinger on the Couch); 

education (Child Abuse in the Classroom); child care (Who Will Rock the Cradle?); and phonics 

(First Reader and Turbo Reader). 

Mrs. Schlafly is a lawyer and served as a member of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the 

U.S. Constitution, 1985-1991, appointed by President Reagan. She has testified before more than 

50 Congressional and State Legislative committees on constitutional, national defense, and 

family issues. 

Mrs. Schlafly is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Washington University, received her J.D. from 

Washington University Law School, and received her Master’s in Political Science from Harvard 

University. In 2008 Washington University/St. Louis awarded Phyllis an honorary Doctor of 

Humane Letters. 

Phyllis Schlafly is America’s best-known advocate of the dignity and honor that we as a society 

owe to the role of fulltime homemaker. The mother of six children, she was the 1992 Illinois 

Mother of the Year. 
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